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Tue individual who bore this name was the vol of © : : 
Rev. Ebenezer Nelson, who died in Malden, in hes. A 
year 1825. He was born in Middleboro', Mass., =t dV: 7 { | 
9, 1787.. His father possessed a strong and vigorhig 2 
mind. He was distinguished for his decision and af - 
fection. Hence he trained his children with gf da*; 7; 
care, teaching them continually the value of pe x 
character, and educating them to self-reliance andsin» IL 
dividual effort. The sabject of this obituary pelt * oh 3 
most deeply these inspirations of early years, cat ty+. + | 
ing with him, even to his death, the moulding bad 
of him whom he never ceasedto venerate. 

The on received a respectable education in his "Is 
tive ton, and in Taunton and South Reading, & | 
which places his father successively removed. _ 
the age of fourteen years he engaged-in the Iggter? | 
town in mercantile pursuits, and when he reaQier, - © = # 
his manhood, he became interested in Providencg,;R; jd 
I., and goon established himselt in that town, in So. 
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business. He acquired a desirable reputation, for 
g8uch honesty, activity, suavity and intelligence as he 
possessed, could not fail in securing it. He made ma- 
ny friends. 

In that place he formed an acquaintance, and 
eventually was umted in marriage with Eliza F., 
daughter of Caleb Willtams, Esq. He was then in 
the successful tide of human happiness, and being 
prospered in his business relations, he looked to a long 
period of earthly bliss. But, alas ! his is the history 

* of too many. Scarcely a 8ingle year had elapsed, 
and the object of his warmest affections was removed. 
Death covered him with the deepest sorrow, and his 
heart failed. What gshall I do? What can I do? 
were questions that senaibly affected him. But her 
sudden demise was not without its design. He who 
permitted the former, looked after the latter. The 
young wife died not in vain, for not long after her re- 
mains were placed in the grave, Mr. Nelson was en- 
abled to trust in that Jesus, who had separated him 
from an earthly, to unite him with an heavenly friend, 
But for that dispensation of his grace, he might again 
have entered the world, and there sought a refuge 
from his sorrows, and companions for his loneliness. 
Referring to that sad and eventful scene he thus ex- 
pressed his feelings: © To all her friends and con- 
nections, the pain of this sudden change was indeed 
excruciating. But for myself, in the midst of this 
8orrow, this ever overwhelming sorrow, it pleased,the 
God of heaven to impress on my wicked heart the 
vanity of all earthly treasures ; to exhibit to my view 
in plain and striking colors, my own character, as a 
gnner against his great name ; that I had hated coun- 
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gel and despised reproof, and deserved his eternal 
vengeance. But he was merciful in that agony, and 
exhibited himself as a bleeding Saviour. I was as- 
tonished. I knew not the meaning, but till felt that 
my heart was fearfully sinful in his sight, and that I 
had no claim to his mercy. I prayed, and what joy 
was that and even wonder, when T found I had a God 
to pray to? I felt guch peace and tranquility as 
greatly surpriged me. I read with delight his word. 
I rejoiced greatly in his truth. I loved Christians, I 
engaged in his service with all my heart, and was re- 
8igned to this painful dispensation, that he had made 
instrumental in rescuing me from eternal death.” 
Mr. Nelsen had now reached his twenty- -ninth 
year. Believing he had experienced the grace of 
(0d, he solemnly consecrated himself to lus service, 
and was publicly baptized by the revered Gaxo, and 


became a member of the First Baptist church in 


He was 800n solicitous concerning his 
future life, His father -and several of his uncles, had 
been efficient ministers. His mind too was*turned to 
the same profession. He deliberated muck and pray- 
ed earnestly. At length he was satisfied” he» also 
ought to devote his powers to him who had redeemed 
him. And closing his engagements, he forsook his 
worldly hopes and his cheering prospegts, and for a 
8eason, in connection with a Christian brother who 
gurvives him, studied with a neighboring clergyman, 
and gubsequently prosecuted his preparatory exer- 
ciges at Waterville, Me., under that rvengrable and 
most thorough divine, JEREMIAH CHAPLIN.. 

In the year 1816, the year of his blighted, and the 
gpringing of his religious hopes, my acquaintince com- 
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menced with Mr. Nelson. At that time, he being 
nearly eleven years in advance of me, I was impress- 
ed with the richness of his experience, and the value 
of his counsels. His society therefore was sought by 
me, and from that period I have never seen him, 
when I was not even more strongly convinced of the 
great value of his moral and intellectual worth. Hav- 
ing resolved about the same time to pursue the Chris- 
tian ministry, our 8ympathies were blended ; and the 
bond of our union for the next succeeding thirty-five 
years has never for a moment weakened ; nor will it, 
as I trust, be any less strong even to eternity. He 
continued his entire religious life, a zealous, and 
faithful, and holy disciple, exhibiting an 2xample de- 
lightful to contemplate, as it was beautiful to behold, 

Writing to a beloved associate Dec. 10th, 1817, in 
a manner pecuharly characteristic of him through his 
whole life, Mr. Nelson thus inquires, * Why are we 
80 8tupid and dull when a cause of such magnitude is 
get before us? When we have the oath and promise 
of an infinite God, why 80 willing to be deluded by 
the flattering devices of that old serpent, the devil ? 
If God be for us who can be against us? Then, why 
not forsake father and mother, houses and lands, that 
we may live in perfect obedience to the law of the 
gpirit of life, and put off the old man with his deeds, 
and put on the new man in true holiness ?” 

It was not until February, 1818, that he completed 
his final arrangements in Providence. He then gave 
himself wholly to preparation for his chosen profes- 
g10n, and was approved as a minister of Christ by the 
church with which he first united. In the villages 
adjacent he exercised the gift God © had given him, 
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much to the edification of those who heard him, and 


was almost constantly occupied in the meetings of his 
church, to the members of which he was greatly en- 
deared. And it was his happiness to learn that the 
seed he had sown, yielded an harvest in which he is 
now permitted to rejoice. 

During his preparatory course at Watefville, he 
was drstinguished for his devotion to the great work 
to which he had consecrated his life. Being from his 
boyhood accurately instructed in the doctrines of the 
gospel, he was able to pursue to advantage his theo- 
logical studies, and the manner in which he had learn- 
ed Christ, was remarked by all who listened to his 
ministry. Frem the beginning he was an unwaver- 


ing believer in his personal divinity, and never failed ' 


to inculcate with great simplicity, and plainness, and 
energy, the doctrine of him crucified as the only hope 
of salvation. His views at that early period of the 
discipline of the church of God were, as they contin- 
ued through his whole ministry. The church where 
he held his membership, being in great trial on ac- 
count of some influential members having imbibed 
erroneous sentiments, as early as Oct. 28, 1818, he 
wrote to another member in the manner following : 
« But are the church convinced that they are mis- 
guided by the pure principles of the gospel ? If they 
are, then let them rule. But if they are men of cor- 
rupt minds, supposing that gain is godliness, and en- 
deavoring to draw away disciples after: them, I know 
not why they should be retained a single day, unless 
it is to weaken the harmony, or in fact destroy the 
peace of the church. I believe in my soul that God 
will never approve and prosper a church that harbors 
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nch distinguished errorists as ours now does; and 

the longer we wait to be better, the more sball we 
be like the woman who spent all she had, but till 
grew worse. Nothing will save the church from utter 
ruin, but a firm, decided stand against infidelity of 
whatever species. May the Lord appear for us and 
give grace and firmness to those who are for the 
truth, that they may be valiant in the day of trial.” 
But while thus decisive in his judgment upon the dis- 
cipline of the church, he was neither unmindful of his 
own deficiency, nor of the necessity of preserving a 
tone of piety that he might continue in the s:mplicity 
of the truth ; for in the same letter he remarks, © I 
find it difficult to maintain that degree of engaged- 
ness 11 8piritual things that becometh the servants of 
God while employed in other stadies. Much howev- 
er depends on the inclination. If we are disposed to 
be neghgent and obey every trifling suggestion of sin 
and Satan, we shall always be left in the dark, and 
that justly. In short to be watchful and prayerfal, 
are indispensably necessary to grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of God. May the Lord enable us 
both to spend the few more days allotted us to his 
honor and glory.” 

Having devoted gome two years 1n preparatory 
stadies, at the urgent request of the Baptist church in 
Lynn, he was ordained their pastor, July 26, 1820. 
Of all who participated in that interesting service, on- 
ly brethren SHARP, who preached the sermon, and B. 
C. GRAFTON, who presented the hand of fellowship, 
gurvive. With the candidate they have been sum- 
moned to their account. And with joy have they re- 
Joiced over him who was faithful unto death, and like 
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him received from the hand of the elder brother a 
crown of life. And with them have died the greater 
portion of that large assemblage, 

To the church in Lynn he ministered seven years, 
having seals of his ministry constantly given him; for- 
ty-one of whom he baptized. In that town, also, in 
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the second year of his settlement, he was married to þ je 

Rebecca, daughter of Amariah Childs, Esq., by whom -< 

he had six children, five surviving him, each of whom £20 

he was permitted to 8ee buried with Christ in bap- = 

tism, and the remaining one, having ded in "infancy, W=h-£ 

he was able to rejoice in the prospect of being a fFtni- { {S; 

ly unbroken in heaven. 4 - a> S 
In all he efforts made by his brethren for the Ls. 

wider diffusion of religious knowledge, he was not on- Fo 

ly a partner, but oftentimes one of the most active. E 

Particularly in ministerial education he felt the deep- _ © > 

est interest. As Secretary of the Northern Baptist I; 

Education Society, and at several times its efficient '# 

financial agent, he has done much towards elevating þ- 

the ministry to which he belonged. His name will be \ ! of 

held in sweet remembrance throughout New, England ? q 

Baptist churches, and the harvest of his labors will be T s 

long ere it fail, In the establishment of the Newton # 

Theological Institution in 1825, as the early friends Þ};; 

of that Institution will remember, no one was more : 


active, and as the Secretary of the Board of Trus- 
tees, none more useful. His heart was ever filled Fx 
with pious and enlarged desire for a devoted and in- 
telligent ministry ; nor were his personal efforts in 
this great work ever withheld, whenever his physical C3 
strength permitted. Often has he been heard-to re- FF 

mark that © a pious and educated ministry is the right + 
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arm of the church, and more 1s to be expected from it, 
than from any other department of Christian patron- 
age.” In him, therefore, the young man without pe- 
cuniary means, if truly pious, and giving evidence 
that it was the will of the great Head of the church 
he should preach his gospel, always found sympathy, 
and counsel and aid. And in his able and numerous 
reports, treasured in the history of the denomination, 
other young men in like circumstances, have a per- 
manent advocate. 

His health failing him, with the advice of his physi- 
cian, he resigned his charge in Lynn, and was for the 
year succeeding employed by the 'Trustees of the 
Newton Institution in the collection of funds ; and 
largely were the churches induced through his agen- 
cy to sympathize and patronize his important mis- 
gion. Regaining his health, and a new Baptist meet- 
ing-house having been erected in West Cambridge, 
he accepted the invitation given him by the church 
to become their pastor, and Tuesday, the 9th of Sep- 
tember, 1828, the day of its dedication, he was in- 
sﬆtalled in that office. 

In his pastoral labors in West Cambridge, Mr. N. 
was unusually happy. He and his wife always al- 
laded to their 8x years' residence in that community 
with lively interest. The people loved them. They 
not only gave evidence of their affection by their 
presence in the honse of God, but were continually 
remembering them in donations of sundry articles, 
valuable in their family, and particularly encouraging 
to them in their labors. And thus every wise con- 


gregation will do, if they desire to render pleasant 
and deairable their minister's settlement. There, also, 
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Mr. N. was favored in building up the church that 
had been prostrated, adding to its membership seven- 
ty-three persons, sixty-four of whom by baptism. 

In connection with that ministry is to be classed 
the efficient services he rendered the Fedtral Street 
Baptist church in Boston, now Rowe Street, where 
he baptized many converts. It was during the ab- 
8ence of their pastor, the beloved MArcom. 

It .should be recorded, also, that in the year 1831, 
Mr. Nelson, with 80me other ministering brethren, 
was deeply impressed with the destitute condition of 
the Great Valley of our nation. So deeply exercised 
were their minds on this subject that s0me of them 
met at his residence in West Cambridge, and it was 
from that meeting the late highly yalued Gorxe, 
went forth on his first tour in the Western States, 
and subsequently became the Corresponding Secreta- 
ry of the American Baptist Home Missionary Socie- 
ty, which hence had its conception, and finally its be- 
ing, from a meeting of the Baptist Missiohary Soeiety 
of Massachusetts, held in Boston, in the month of No- 
vember of the same year, where the report of that 
town was made. Never shall I forget that interview 
in West Cambridge, the holy feeling that was then 
exhibited and the earnest prayer of every one pres- 
ent, as being in perfect harmony from hearts zncere 
and believing, offered in the name of Chnist. 

In 1834 Mr. Nelson was constrained to yield to the 
earnest solipitations of the Northern Baptist Educa- 
tion Society to become their Secretary. Two and a 
half years he prosecuted unweariedly his pecular 
theme, demonstrating the necessity of a well-prepar- 
ed ministry and looking after the young men who had 
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either presented themselves, or were recommended 
as candidates. Although his main errand was the 
collection of pecuniary means, he never ceased to be 
the humble servant of Jesus Christ. He preached 
continually, delivering either well written, or thor- 
oughly studied extemporaneous sermons, and making 
thrilling appeals to the consciences of large assem- 
blies at our various anniversaries, in favor of every 
good word and work. And to his agencies our min- 
isterial education is largely indebted. And yet he 
never seemed aware of his strength or his usefulness ; 
never tarrying to converse about the past, but al- 
ways looking to the future, inquiring, what 1s? or 
what ought to be done ? 

Mr. N. was now fifty years old, and as is natural 
and equally right, if Heaven approve, he desired for 
himself and family an abiding home. His children 
required his constant supervision. Mrs. N., though 
admirably adapted both as a wife and a mother, was 
unwilling to bear the entire . responsibility. His pa- 
ternal affection was strong and his love of home as ar- 
dent as any of his brethren, and yet he had in a great 
measure gsurrendered these at their desire. His 
health, feeble at best, had suffered from constant ex- 
posure and continual changes. Hospitable and cheer- 
ful as were his friends, he felt it, for these and other 
sufficient reasons, his duty to accept another spiritual 
change, and the Central Baptist church in Middlebo- 
ro* being vacant, at their invitation he commenced his 
regular ministry in that town, January, 1837. 

The family being again settled, Mr. N. gave his at- 
tention to the education of his children ; and a better 
regulated family I seldom s8ee. This was more ob- 
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8ervable, as the present 1s a day of fearful insubordi- 
nation. Not that there is not as much tamily govern- 
ment in this, as in any age preceding ; but that it has 
changed hands. The foolish and wicked indulgence 
to pacify the crying, and to gratify the unnatural de- 
ares of children, and the various means parents allow 
to free themselves from their parental care, are whol- 
ly unwise, as the bitter cups of many abundantly tes- 
tify. With Mr. N. his word was not © yea and nay,” 
but either yea, or nay. He never falsified truth with 
his children. Nor was he stern, austere, fitful in man- 
ner or speech; nor even disrespectful towards them. 
There was a dignity and affection and decision that 
they understood and will ever appreciate. The lift- 
ing of his finger was sufficient in all ordinary cases, 
and although he would not spare the rod for their 
crying, yet seldom had he any necessity ; for, I be- 
lieve most of the severe chastiszement which children 
require, has its necessity in the government of pa- 
rents; or, rather, in their want of government. 'True, 
s8ometimes notwithstanding all discipline, there are ex- 
amples of recklessncss ; but ordinarily the child 1s the 
culture of the parent, whether good or evil. And 
the Scripture remains, © Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.” Certain it is to train him up in his way, to 
allow him to follow his natural inclinations, when he 
is old, he will not depart from it, as we 8ee every 
where. Precious indeed is the testimony of the chit 
dren of my friend. A letter from one of his ons, 
now before me, speaks for them all. © He leaves be- 
hind an example worthy to be followed.” He was a 


man of prayer and they knew it. His family devo- 
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tions were judicious, interesting, and instructive. In 
supplication they heard one who loved them, and 
whom they as tenderly loved. His home was the 
place where, if he was more devout in one circle than 
in another, it was there. And never will his widow 
cease to bear testimony, with their children, to his pt- 
ety as well as his affection. 

Fourteen years he ministered to the church in Mid- 
dleboro”, preaching with great ability and power the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, furnishing them frequently with 
entire new preparations, making full proof of his min- 
istry in the fear of God. I mean not to represent the 
subject of this narrative without fault, but he was, 
though small in stature, very much of the model of a 
s{rong man. Original and energetic in thought and 
manner, clear and demonstrative in illustration, pun- 
gent and stirring in appeal, sncere and deyout in 
feeling, he was recognized as a minister of Jesus; for 
none doubted he had been with him. The gospel 
was received from his lips, confirmed as it was by his 
daily example, and never will that people cease to 
cherish his name in love. I know not how many he 
received to the membership of the church, but it was 
frequently his privilege to bring converts by baptism 
into Christ. 

In Middleboro', Mr. N. found his long endeared ob- 
Ject at his door, Peirce Academy is located in that 
town, and he officiated with interest as the President 
of its Board of Trustees. Here many sons have been 
reared for the church ; and many too for almost every 
worthy worldly avocation. With its efficient and able 
Principal, he was always in harmony, and never did 
Mr. Jenks find him lacking in interest, or unwilling at 
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any hour to aid him in any thing within his control. 
Peirce Academy, that valuable and excellent institu- 
tion, it will not want friends. May it never cease to 
falfil the designs of its founder, Levi Prince, an in- 


$titution for the literary and moral education of youth. 


A lover of ministerial eflucation 4s Mr. N. was, he 
was warmly attached to pastoral life. In his inter- 
course with his people he was discreet, and intelligent, 
and affectionate. Sympathizing deeply with the af- 
flicted, his heart was always filled with tender emo- 
tion. Literally he wept with those in tears, and re- 
Jjoiced with all who were in gladness. He was an ar- 
dent friend and wise counsellor, as all will tesfify, who 
were under hit guidance. He desired their salyation, 
and I doubt not all wlll bear him testimony thar he 
presented them faithfully in Christ, and if any fail of 
the grace of life, their destruction will not he at his 
door. | 

The residence of Mr. N. in Middleboro', pleasant 
and dezirable as it was in 1itself, was nevertheless ex- 
ceedingly trying. By his great labor in agency, he 
had doubtless laid the foundation of that disease to 
which his breath finally yielded. During his pastoral 
relation he suffered much phyecally ; particularly the 
last two years; yet he remitted no labor. Heloved 
and was happy in his work, and deprecated relin- 
quishing his people and breaking up his home. But 
the conviction that he was unable to meet_therr wants, 
although they were as unwilling as himself, compelled 
him in September, 1850, to suspend his efforts. He 
returned after a few weeks' absence someEwhat rehiev- 
ed from personal suffering, and resumed his charge. 
But in December his. health was s0 impaired, and an 
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agency for Newton Institution being tendered him, 
in hope of similar good as he had derived in 1827 
from the same employment, he gave his reagnation, 
and accepted the situation ; but with little hope did he 
fulfil it. Disappointed, his nature giving way beneath 
the pressure, he turned away, seeking rest, and find- 
ing none. Thus from March, 1851, when his people 
finally yielded to his request, until " Hy he did what 
he could for that Institution, of which he was one of 
its founders, and then by decisive medical advice, he 
retired to pnvyate life, travelling with his companion 
in the s2mmer, and living in the autumn and winter 
mainly with his dauſhter, E. Carr, at Rowley, hop- 
ing to derive from rest, both physical and intellectual, 
what he had in former years acquired by journeying. 
But the disease was too strongly seated to be by any 
means eradicated. 

I met him in December, at his daughter Richmond's 
house in New Bedford, and witnessed a maturity in 
resignation and piety, that I might have reasonably 
expected. He was able then to attend public wor- 
ship, and was present all day on the 21st. He seem- 
ed much animated as I described the church of Christ 
in the morning, and in the afternoon, illustrated how 
all things work together for the personal and relative 
good of the Christian. On the day following he de- 
8cribed to me his extreme bodily suffering for months 
in succession, and his bright and cheering hope of 
heaven, where, said he, © there is rest.” At that time 
also he spoke of his deep interest in Newton, of breth- 
ren who were with him at its formation in 1825, three 
only of whom are now living. 


As Mr. Nelson's health became more precarious, 


DCC — ————_ —— 


ping , V La. «4 AND , c 
- K+, — 3 
% +$. I oi "T3 
| "Io A + 4, — > art 


ot 


wWe2,- 
© xn 


JT" hls. 1 3 


and his recovery more doubtful, he was anxious to re- L 
$ide in Lynn, that he might pass the evgning of his | 
days among the friends of his wife and [the people of 
his first settlement. Accordingly he removed to that 
city on the 11th of March. At first the family were 
encouraged to hope that he might hve until autumn. 
But three short weeks only remained to fill his num- 
ber. He grew weaker and weaker until his death, 
which occurred on Tuesday, the 6th of April, 1852. 

The symptoms of his disease during its early stages 
resembled those of dyspepsia, but they continued to 
increase in 8everity, producing constant,suffering, and 
baffling all the efforts of many skiltul physicians for 
their removal. A few weeks before his death a con- 
sultation of eminent medlcal gentlemen was called. 
Their report was unfavorable. They considered the 
disease was Chiefly in the liver and stomach. A post 
mortem examination fully sustained their decizion. 
The disease was a malignant ulcer of the left lobe of 
the liver, opening into the intestines and stomach. 

By reason of extreme debility he was able to say 
but little, but his patience and fortitude were remark- 
able. His mind was heavenly, and he appeared re- 
Signed to the Divine will, whether it were life or 
death. He dwelt much on the heavenly manzons 
which Jesus had prepared for those who love him. 
As he gradually failed, the hope of life being taken 
away, these blessed mansions were his absorbing 
theme. The atonement that had been made for 8m- 
ners was his dependence. One day, speaking of 
these, and exulting in the belief he should soon par- 
take of their benefits, he remarked with tears of joy, 


« It is through the death and sufferings of the blessed 
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Saviour, I have this happiness in reserve. Iama 
poor 8inner, unworthy of the least favor ; but, O ! the 
precious atonement ; that is it on which I entirely rest” 

As a beloved sister entered his room on the day of 
his removal, he seemed peculiarly tranquil and de- 
vout. © Never,” says sbe, © shall I forget his appear- 
ance when I opened the door. He took me by the 
hand, with joy beaming in his countenance, and pour- 
ed forth effusions of grateful emotions in language $0 
heavenly, and a spirit so subdued and submissve, that 


I could but regard him as almost an inhabitant of 


another world. He spoke of the goodness of God to 
him through his whole life ; in ordering all his steps in 
$0 much mercy ; of the uncertainty of his continuing 
long on the earth,and his entire willingness to 8ubmit all 
to his heavenly Father, having no will of his own. He 
81d the precious truths he had endeavored to preach 
to others, were his support and consolation. He was 
indeed an intense sufterer. But while enduring the 
greatest agony, his countenance would be lighted up 
with a heavenly mile.” 


An endeared daughter standing by his side, he 
8a1d to her, * Christ is all my trust; on him alone I 
rely. Is he not yours at all times ?” Not expecting 
to live until an absent member of the family could ar- 
rive, he remarked, * Tell him he must put his trust 
in the Saviour, He is all my confidence. What 
could I do now, if I had not him to lean upon ?” Be- 
ing reminded he would meet s00n a dear little grand- 
child, who had gone a short time before, in heaven, 
« Yes!” he aid, *saved by grace.” 

The hymns commencing, © Of all the joys we mor- 
tals know,” —* To Jesus the crown of my hope,” — 
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*« My 8oul is in haste to be gone,” —* O when ball 1 
8ee Jesus,” —were those he delighted to hear. Once 
while his sufferings were intensey he exclaimed, « All 
the days of my appointed time I will wait till my 
change come.” Again, looking at his emaciated body 
he 8aid, * This is food enough for the worms, but Christ 


will bring it up again fashioned like unto his glorious 


body.” One beautiful Sabbath morn, a few days be- 
fore his decease, he expressed a great dexsire. to go 


home on that day, and join the seraph throng, the an- 


gelic hosts; but the Lord was pleased to prolong his 
life yet longer to endure much greater suftering. 
Like his father he lived to suffer when his friends 
thought he must die. Nor were his spiritual percep- 
tions less clear than his. The former aid to me the 
day pnor to his death, + Had I my life to hve 
again, I would make but one change; I would 
pay more attention to my motives;” and the latter 
deplored nothing 80 much as his failure at this very 
point. p 

When struck with death, before naqticed by any 
one else, he exclaimed, * My hour has come. My 
Saviour has come,” and requested some one to sing 
the hymn, © All's well.” And as he drew nearer the 
Jordan, he aid, * O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory ? But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” * Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.” And 
with this prayer quivering on his lips, he ceased to 
breathe ; his spirit rose, guarded by angels, to the Al- 
mighty's throne, to be recognized by him who said, 
« Where I am, there shall also my servant be;” and 
« to him that overcometh will I grant to sﬆit with me 
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in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne.” 

He 8aid, * All is bright ! all is bright!” What fore- 
tastes these of heavenly blessedness, while the body 
was fast perishing by disease ! But he has entered 
where is fulness of joy, and pleasures forevermore. 
Adieu ! my brother beloved, the companion and 
counsellor of my younger days, my constant friend, 
adieu! May we meet to renew friendship 80 sweet, 
and in holiness abide when © death is swallowed up in 
victory ” 

Thus sat the sxun of ErexNEzER NELSON, at twelve 
and a half o'clock at noon, withont a clond to obscure 
its shining. It was not twilight, but full day efful- 
gence ; and those who watched his departure could 
not but st down in his brightness, even as he had gone 
where neither lights in the heavens, nor tapers in the 
sanctuary give light, but the Lord God, and he sball 
reign forever and ever. How changed the scene | 
It was interesting to look upon his placid countenance 
and constant smile, though suffering as he did 8nch 
agony. But his pain has ceased. His tcars are wip- 
ed from his eyes, never to-flow again. He rests from 
his labors and his works do follow him. 

The funeral services were performed in the sanctu- 
ary of his church. Some twenty ministering brethren 
in attendance. An address was delivered on the oc- 
casion by the brother who in 1820, at his ordination 
in the same town, preached from the words of Paul 
to the Corinthians, 1st epistle, 1: 23, 24 : © But we 
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling 
block and unto the Greeks foolishness ; but unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
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power of God, and the wisdom of God.” He had 
geen him constantly for the intervening thirty-two 
years, and with what interest therefore could the ven- 
erable brother speak of him as the servant of Christ ; 
for truly, 


* Christ and his cross were all his theme.” 


GRAFTON, of Newton, praying for the blessing of 
heaven on that occasion, had ceased to pray ; BALD- 
w1IN, of Boston, was not there as then to lay his hand 
on his head, to give thanks that his prayer at the 1m- 
position of hands had been heard ; the FaTaHEeR of 
the son could not witness how fully the charge he 
gave him had been observed; GRAFTON” the younger 
did not withdraw the hand of fellowship he gave ; nor 
was BOLLES, of Salem, present to close thbse services 
in supplication, as on that 26th of July, 1820. Men 
mostly of new names on the 12th of April, conducted 
the closing scenes. The pastor, at the house, and 
brethren KzerLEy, of Kingston, and STow, of Boston, 
- at the church, offered |supplication; and then, when 
plaintive, cheering words in fervent praise had been 
gung, the remains were entombed in the same grounds 
where sleep also those of our precious brother, Jonux 
E. WesToxN, -in hope \of a glorious immortality.— 
Thanks be to our Lord and & Saviour Jesus Chnst, 
who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light, through the gospel.” 
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